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guarantees for stability on the Rhine, they had left the impression
of consigning Eastern Europe to a state of precarious security.
But the French and Polish Governments had found it possible
to preserve the Franco-Polish alliance within the Locarno pacts
by a treaty of mutual guarantee, and the alliance remained in
force. The declarations exchanged between Germany and Poland
in January 1934 re-established a normal situation and relations
of mutual respect between the two countries. The German
Chancellor's recent speeches showed Germany's desire to keep
the obligations she had contracted toward Poland. The Franco-
Soviet Pact in no way modified the rights and obligations of Poland
resulting from her previous engagements. The Polish-Soviet
treaty of non-aggression and the London protocol defining
aggression had manifested Poland's desire to consolidate peace
and security in Eastern Europe, and maintain good neighbourly
relations with her eastern neighbour. Polish opinion attached
great importance to the strengthening of mutual relations between
the Locarno Powers, as this was essential for European security.
But this condition could not be realized unless the principle was
observed—the principle to which Poland attached the greatest
significance—that the interests of any country, independent of
its importance, could not be made the subject of international
negotiations without the participation of the country concerned.
The last part of the Minister's speech emphasized the cardinal
principle of Polish policy, "Nothing done about us without us,"
and its extension to cover other States, "Nothing done about
them without them,"—all States must decide for themselves.
The Gazeta Pokka supplemented Beck's statement by declaring
that peace was indivisible and war in Europe could not now be
localized. With peace indivisible, the methods of organizing
it should also be indivisible. The Locarno Treaty was a denial
of this principle, because it tried to give special protection to
the Western Powers, while ignoring the countries of Eastern
Europe. The same conception was embodied in the Four-Power
Pact. This created confidence but without contributing to security.
Locarno was a mistake and to revive it would be another mistake.
The rdle of Poland should not be confined to registering

